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WHAT IS THE SOCIAL PROGRESS 
INDEX?

GDP BASIC 
HUMAN 
NEEDS

FOUNDATION
S OF 

WELLBEING
OPPORTUNITY

GDP + SPI = INCLUSIVE GROWTH
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Unique design principles
The Social Progress Index design principles allows an exclusive 
analysis of social progress.

Social and environmental 
indicators only Measures social 
progress exclusively and directly, 
independent of economic 
indicators.

Outcomes, not inputs Measures 
outcomes or lived experience, 
regardless of effort spent.

Holistic and relevant to all 
communities Multidimensional 
measure that encompasses the 
many inter-related aspects of 
thriving societies everywhere.

Actionability Practical tool that 
helps leaders and decision-
makers implement policies and 
programs to drive faster social 
progress.
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The Social Progress Index asks universally important questions about the success 
of society that GDP and other measures of economic progress cannot alone address
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GDP PPP per capita (in USD)

Across the spectrum, 
we see how some 
countries are much 
better at turning 
their economic 
growth into social 
progress than 
others.

Turkmenistan

Turkey

Costa Rica

Moldova
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FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING Score/ 
Value Rank

Strength/
Weakness

72.66 60

Access to Basic Knowledge 83.15 78

Adult literacy rate2 (% of pop. aged 15+) 92.87 80

Primary school enrollment (% of children) 98.02 57

Secondary school enrollment2  
(% of children) 77.26 76

Gender parity in secondary enrollment3 
(girls/boys) 0.96 64

Access to quality education (0=unequal; 
4=equal) 1.34 100

Access to Information  
& Communications 64.04 92
Mobile telephone subscriptions  
(subscriptions/100 people) 176.04 1

Internet users (% of pop.) 52.89 80

Access to online governance  
(0=low; 1=high) 0.65 77

Media censorship (0=frequent; 4=rare) 0.43 138

Health & Wellness 74.36 38

Life expectancy at 60 (years) 24.09 25

Premature deaths from non- 
communicable diseases (deaths/100,000) 252.82 36

Access to essential health services 
(0=none; 100=full coverage) 76.39 60

Access to quality healthcare (0=unequal; 
4=equal) 2.42 69

Environmental Quality 69.07 65
Outdoor air pollution attributable deaths 
(deaths/100,000) 25.45 67

Greenhouse gas emissions2  
(CO2 equivalents per GDP) 420.85 74

Biome protection (% of biomes) 13.16 78

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS Score/ 
Value Rank

Strength/
Weakness

82.07 77
Nutrition & Basic  
Medical Care 90.39 75

Undernourishment (% of pop.) 9.00 84

Maternal mortality rate  
(deaths/100,000 live births) 41.48 70

Child mortality rate (deaths/1,000  
live births) 9.50 57

Child stunting (% of children) 14.29 79
Deaths from infectious diseases 
(deaths/100,000) 81.61 90

Water & Sanitation 92.73 66
Access to at least basic drinking water  
(% of pop.) 99.93 22

Access to piped water (% of pop.) 70.29 92

Access to at least basic4 sanitation facilities 
(% of pop.) 98.75 35

Rural open defecation (% of pop.) 0.00 1

Shelter 87.20 70

Access to electricity (% of pop.) 100.00 1

Quality of electricity supply (1=low; 7=high) 5.18 51

Household air pollution attributable deaths 
(deaths/100,000 people) 6.70 65

Access to clean fuels and technology  
for cooking (% of pop.) 74.43 83

Personal Safety 57.95 110

Homicide rate1 (deaths/100,000) 3.24 73

Perceived criminality (1=low; 5=high) 3.00 33

Political killings and torture  
(0=low freedom; 1=high freedom) 0.21 134

Traffic deaths (deaths/100,000) 25.81 116

OPPORTUNITY Score/ 
Value Rank

Strength/
Weakness

47.69 93

Personal Rights 44.29 127

Political rights (0=no rights; 40=full rights) 5.00 128

Freedom of expression  
(0=no freedom; 1=full freedom) 0.18 138

Freedom of religion (0=no freedom;  
4=full freedom) 3.08 101

Access to justice (0=non-existent; 
1=observed) 0.36 125

Property rights for women (0=no right;  
5=full rights) 3.36 114

Personal Freedom & Choice 61.98 81

Vulnerable employment (% of employees) 47.32 96

Early marriage (% of women) 17.00 105

Satisfied demand for contraception  
(% of women) 90.30 4

Corruption (0=high; 100=low) 36.00 83

Inclusiveness 43.96 86
Acceptance of gays and lesbians  
(0=low; 100=high) 40.33 43

Discrimination and violence against 
minorities (0=low; 10=high) 7.90 113

Equality of political power by gender 
(0=unequal power; 4=equal power) 2.56 28

Equality of political power by  
socioeconomic position (0=unequal  
power; 4=equal power) 1.93 91

Equality of political power by social group 
(0=unequal power; 4=equal power) 1.21 124

Access to Advanced Education 40.54 60

Years of tertiary schooling 2.46 57

Women’s average years in school 7.40 91

Globally ranked universities (points) 16.00 28

Percent of tertiary students enrolled in 
globally ranked universities 20.00 52

THAILAND

Comparing Countries
Over- and underperformance is relative to 15 countries of similar GDP per capita:

Turkmenistan, Botswana, Montenegro, Barbados, Costa Rica, Serbia, Belarus, China, Dominican Republic, 
Brazil, Mexico, Iran, Bulgaria, Algeria, Suriname

Notes
1. Homicide rate and globally ranked universities are log-transformed for calculation.

2. The following indicators are capped for calculation: Adult literacy rate (99), secondary school enrollment 
(100), mobile telephone subscriptions (100), and greenhouse gas emissions (1,955.52). 

3. Gender parity in secondary enrollment is transformed to reflect the absolute distance from 1  
for calculation. Calculated absolute distance below 0.03 is assigned a value of 0.03.

2019 Social Progress Index 67.47/100 72/149
GDP PPP per capita $16,904 58/149

Score/Value Rank Strength/Weakness

Key
Overperforming by 1 or more pts.

Overperforming by less than 1 pt.

Performing within the expected range

Underperforming by less than 1 pt.

Underperforming by 1 or more pts.

No data available
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2019 SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX FRAMEWORK

FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING

SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX

OPPORTUNITYBASIC HUMAN NEEDS

Nutrition & Basic Medical Care
 Undernourishment 
 Maternal mortality rate
 Child mortality rate
 Child stunting
 Deaths from infectious disease

Water & Sanitation
 Access to at least basic drinking water
 Access to piped water
 Access to at least basic sanitation facilities
 Rural open defecation

Shelter
 Access to electricity
 Quality of electricity supply
 Household air pollution attributable deaths
 Access to clean fuels and technology for cooking

Personal Safety
 Homicide rate
 Political killings and torture
 Perceived criminality
 Traffic deaths

Access to Basic Knowledge
 Adult literacy rate
 Primary school enrollment
 Secondary school enrollment
 Gender parity in secondary enrollment
 Acces to quality education

Access to Information and Communications
 Mobile telephone subscriptions
 Internet users
 Access to online governance
 Media censorship

Health & Wellness
 Life expectancy at 60
 Premature deaths from non-communicable diseases
 Access to essential health services
 Access to quality healthcare

Environmental Quality
 Outdoor air pollution attributable deaths
 Greenhouse gas emissions
 Biome protection

Personal Rights
 Political rights
 Freedom of expression
 Freedom of religion
 Access to justice
 Property rights for women

Personal Freedom & Choice
 Vulnerable employment
 Early marriage
 Satisfied demand for contraception
 Corruption

Inclusiveness
 Acceptance of gays and lesbians
 Discrimination and violence against minorities
 Equalitiy of political power by gender
 Equalitiy of political power by socioeconomic position
 Equalitiy of political power by social group

Access to Advanced Education
 Years of tertiary schooling
 Women’s average years in school
 Globally ranked universities
 Percent of tertiary students enrolled in globally  

ranked universities

The Social Progress Index and the SDGs
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Understanding the rich data behind 
SPI tools using analytical and 

comparative approach

Creating tangible outcomes through 
projects and partnerships within 

public and private sector

Applying new solutions to benefit 
communities and businesses, 

locally and globally

Index Action Impact
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- review of business focused analyses
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THE JRC STATISTICAL AUDIT OF THE SOCIAL 
PROGRESS INDEX (SPI)

The SPI framework is well-constructed, and a lot of research 
and thought have been devoted in its development. The JRC 
audit findings confirm that the Social Progress Index 2018 
appears to be a comprehensive quantitative method to 
measure and monitor social progress at national level 
worldwide. It is a conceptually and statistically sound tool that 
is widely applicable for ongoing assessment of social progress 
and a potential benchmark against which to compare future 
progress. Focusing on the different constituents of the SPI, 
country specific aspects of social progress can be identified and 
serve as an input for data informed policy analysis on social 
progress. 

By Norlén, Hedvig and Caperna, Giulio
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THE EMPIRICS OF SOCIAL PROGRESS: THE 
INTERPLAY BETWEEN SUBJECTIVE WELL-BEING 

AND SOCIETAL PERFORMANCE 
By Daniel Fehder, Michael Porter, and Scott Stern 

Though economists have long recognized that GDP is not by 
itself a measure of societal well-being, most GDP alternatives 
incorporate direct measures of economic performance. We 
propose instead an independently constructed measure, a 
social progress index, focusing exclusively on noneconomic 
dimensions of societal performance, highlighting three core 
dimensions—basic human needs, foundations of well-being, 
and opportunity. GDP and social progress are correlated but 
distinct, the social progress dimension least related to GDP 
(opportunity) is strongly related to subjective well-being, and 
the relationship between social progress and well-being is 
greater for individuals at lower relative income and educational 
attainment.
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MODELLING ECONOMIC GROWTH BASED ON 
ECONOMIC FREEDOM AND SOCIAL 

PROGRESS 
This paper aims at modelling the economic growth of the member 
states of the European Union in relation to the economic freedom 
index and the index of social progress. 

We consider the following objectives: the study of the intensity of 
relationships between GDP per capita and index of economic 
freedom on one hand, and social progress index on the other; 
modelling growth relative index of economic freedom and social 
progress index for the EU Member States Union. To investigate these 
topics, we have used descriptive analysis, analysis of variance, 
correlation analysis, and multiple regression analysis. 

By Laura Asandului , Andreea Iacobuta , Cristina Cautisanu
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THE SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS SITE SELECTION: 

THREE CASE STUDIES 

International businesses face a difficult task when trying to decide 
where to place or expand a business that could be located 
anywhere in the world. Each country is a complex system of human 
capabilities, technical systems, infrastructure bases, laws, cultures 
and economic systems. How can a company know which country is 
best for it today, and even more importantly, which country will 
grow into an appropriate location for future business 
opportunities? Several studies offer insights into how to make site 
selection decisions but the complexity of the data required makes 
initial analysis across many countries problematic. The Social 
Progress Index is unique because it is the most comprehensive 
framework developed for measuring social progress and the first to 
measure social progress independently of GDP or other economic 
variables. Three cases have been chosen to demonstrate the 
usefulness of the Social Progress Index for site selection in three 
very different circumstances.

By Sandra K. Pate, Robert Sweo
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BEYOND THE EQUAL-WEIGHT FRAMEWORK 
OF THE SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX 

Although the Social Progress Index offers a thorough overview 
of the top-ranked countries with a highly developed social 
performance, it assigns the same weight to all component 
scores, implying that each component has identical and 
independent contribution to the SPI. By removing these flawed 
assumptions, the purpose of this paper is to examine the causal 
relationships among component scores and identify the critical 
components for reform priorities. 
The authors find evidence of causal interrelations between the 
12 components of the SPI. To accelerate social progress, the 
authors suggest that policy makers should allocate resources in 
order of priority to personal freedom and choice, personal 
rights, access to advanced education, water and sanitation, 
access to information and communications, tolerance and 
inclusion, personal safety, shelter, ecosystem sustainability, 
nutrition and basic medical care, health and wellness, and, 
finally, access to basic knowledge. 

By Boonlert Jitmaneeroj
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RELATIONSHIP OF SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX (SPI) WITH 
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT (GDP PPP PER CAPITA): THE 
MODERATING ROLE OF CORRUPTION PERCEPTION INDEX 

(CPI)

This study investigated the impact of social progress on economic 
development in 119 countries, while taking their individual 
corruption perception into consideration. Simple linear regression 
was use on the secondary data for 119 countries and 5 continents 
while the SPSS PROCESS macro was used to test the moderating 
effect of corruption perception. As hypothesized, a positive 
relationship of the social progress index (SPI) with gross domestic 
product (GDP) PPP per capita was observe. This means that 
countries, which fulfill basic human needs, foundations of wellbeing 
and foster availability of opportunities have enhanced economic 
development. Moreover, the moderating role of corruption 
perception between the relationship of social progress and 
economic development was confirmed; thus indicating that 
countries with better corruption perception rating possess a 
stronger relationship of SPI and GDP (PPP) per capita and vice 
versa. When checked for continents, moderation results showed 
that the continents that have higher values of corruption perception 
index (CPI) are more socially and economically developed.

By Bilal Qaisar, 1Sajid Nadeem, Muhammad Usman Siddiqi
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SOCIAL PROGRESS AND INTERNATIONAL 
PATENT COLLABORATION

This study focuses on how international patent collaboration 
(IPC) influences social development at the country level. 
Although researchers have traditionally stressed the effects 
of IPC on countries' technological development, there are 
indications that it can also have important social effects. In 
this context, this paper provides an empirical evaluation of 
the influence of different types of patents (i.e., patents 
invented abroad and patents invented in the focal country by 
foreign researchers) on the Social Progress Index. Using 
panel data on a sample of 35 OECD countries over the 
period 2009–2016, the results support the conclusion that 
different types of IPC may have different implications for 
countries' social development. The findings also show that 
patents invented abroad have a positive influence on those 
aspects of social progress related to personal rights, freedom 
and choice, tolerance and advanced education, more than on 
basic human needs. Overall, this paper is relevant for policy 
making with regard to the type of IPC that is most beneficial 
in terms of social impact.

By Daniel Alonso-Martínez
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UNA APROXIMACIÓN AL ÍNDICE PROGRESO SOCIAL 
EN ECUADOR. AN APPROACH TO SOCIAL 

PROGRESS INDEX IN ECUADOR

The most challenging situation that Latin America is going 
through is related with the construction of a new society 
able to satisfy its inhabitants’ basic needs surrounded by a 
suitable socio-economic context while strengthening their 
capabilities. This research is an application of the 
methodology designed by Social Progress Imperative to 
estimate the Social Progress Index for Ecuador in 2006 
and 2014, using Life Conditions Surveys disaggregated by 
income levels. There is a strong evidence of a real social 
progress within Ecuadorian society, and it is necessary to 
make a deep analysis to understand how this progress 
becomes real in each income level. The results show that 
regardless of the income level progress is happening, and 
further analysis needed to clarify some of the findings.

By Cristina Arancibia Romero, David Macas Romero, 
Dayana Ojeda Montero, Leonel Castro Ruales
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HOW SOCIAL PROGRESS DEVELOPS WITH 
AND HELPS ATTRACT FOREIGN DIRECT 

INVESTMENT

According to the report, social progress can explain some 
of the trends in FDI and FDI can explain some of the 
improvements in social progress. The report reveals how 
different elements of social progress evolve across stages 
of economic development, and how social progress 
contributes to countries’ climbing this ladder of 
development. With the majority of FDI now flowing into 
emerging economies, understanding what factors can 
drive development will help these countries to better 
leverage this nuanced relationship.
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PROGRESSING YOUTH

Using the Youth Progress Index data, Deloitte has developed 
further analysis that provides governments and businesses with 
insights that help them make a greater impact on youth 
progress in two key areas: technology and civics. The new 
report, titled Progressing youth, finds that improved access to 
certain technology factors correlates to improved basic human 
needs, foundations of wellbeing, and opportunity.
The report’s analysis suggests that technological literacy –
access and use – can potentially improve the lives of young 
people globally. The report goes beyond technology, calling in 
particular on increased civic engagement and a strong business 
environment to provide greater youth progress.
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Global Papers about the role of private sector and SDGs
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: GLOBAL SPI

• the global SPI: 2014–2019, will be up to 2020 in September
=> 
7 years‘ span that can be used as a variable (independent, 
as well as dependent) in various econometric analyses
(cross-sectional studies, short panel data analyses, short
time-series analyses)

• currently, we are working on a historical time-series of SPI 
going back to 1990 => will be published (hopefully) this
autumn
• preliminary coverage: 1990–2018 for around 150–160 

countries => increased application in econometric
analyses (long panel data analyses, long time series
analyses)
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: GLOBAL SPI

• broadly defined social progress (reducing the risk of
multicollinearity)

• SPI as a dependent variable: no input indicators in SPI => 
explaining a relationship between inputs indicators
(independent variables) and social progress as measured
by the SPI (dependent variable)
• impact analysis: using difference in differences

methods…
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: GLOBAL SPI
• example: a research focused on territorial aid

allocations (to which recipient countries and why selected
donors provide development aid? to which recipient 
countries?)
• donors: Czech Republic; CZ + Poland; Japan
• recipients: all developing countries eligible to receive

ODA (official development assistance)
• factors: recipients‘ needs/performance, donors‘ 

interests, factors of merit & other factors
• recipients‘ needs/performace: economic, social, institutional => many 

possibilities for measuring social performance (mean years of schooling? 
infant mortality rate? life expectancy? nutrition? … ) 
=> why not to use the SPI (or BHN)? not possible, our analyses 2000–
2016 or 1995–2015 => the historical SPI
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: GLOBAL SPI
• in a similar way, in econometric analyses, the different

components and dimensions of SPI can be applied

• how do people measure education? health? housing conditions? 
opportunities? freedoms? => many possibilities, many variables
• moreover, in social sciences, the concepts above often

correlate => the issue of (multi)collinearity => composite indices
are one way of dealing with multicollinearity

• the SPI framework can help with the measurement issue: some
components/dimensions could be convenient proxies
• education: access to basic education; access to advanced

education
• housing conditions: shelter; water and sanition
• health: health and wellness
• opportunities: the entire dimension…
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: GLOBAL SPI
• example of a research: measuring & analyzing

„development deficits“ of (a group of) countries

• Arab Human Development Reports – defined four deficits
of Arab countries in areas of gender, knowledge & 
technology, democracy & freedoms, human security
• they use about 30 different indicators (per deficit) as 

illustrations => messy for analytical purposes
• the SPI framework can provide a nicer and more 

systematic way of measuring (and analyzing) the deficits:
• knowledge & technology: access to basic knowledge, access to advanced

education; access to information and communications
• democracy: personal rights; personal freedom and choice; 
• gender: inclusiveness; women‘s progress index
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: GLOBAL SPI

• regional application: comparative analysis of Thailand‘s
position within ASEAN, South-eastern Asia etc. using the
SPI framework (SPI; dimensions; components; indicators)

• for our scorecards comparisons, we use the GDP peers (15 
countries with most similar GDP per capita) => the peer 
groups can be defined differently for research purposes
(regional basis; ASEAN basis; „entire-Asia“ basis…) 

• comparisons to other (development) indices
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Measuring social epidemiological resilience (SER)
2019 Social Progress Index Framework

www.socialprogress.org

2019 SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX FRAMEWORK

FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING

SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX

OPPORTUNITYBASIC HUMAN NEEDS

Nutrition & Basic Medical Care
 Undernourishment 
 Maternal mortality rate
 Child mortality rate
 Child stunting
 Deaths from infectious disease

Water & Sanitation
 Access to at least basic drinking water
 Access to piped water
 Access to at least basic sanitation facilities
 Rural open defecation

Shelter
 Access to electricity
 Quality of electricity supply
 Household air pollution attributable deaths
 Access to clean fuels and technology for cooking

Personal Safety
 Homicide rate
 Political killings and torture
 Perceived criminality
 Traffic deaths

Access to Basic Knowledge
 Adult literacy rate
 Primary school enrollment
 Secondary school enrollment
 Gender parity in secondary enrollment
 Acces to quality education

Access to Information and Communications
 Mobile telephone subscriptions
 Internet users
 Access to online governance
 Media censorship

Health & Wellness
 Life expectancy at 60
 Premature deaths from non-communicable diseases
 Access to essential health services
 Access to quality healthcare

Environmental Quality
 Outdoor air pollution attributable deaths
 Greenhouse gas emissions
 Biome protection

Personal Rights
 Political rights
 Freedom of expression
 Freedom of religion
 Access to justice
 Property rights for women

Personal Freedom & Choice
 Vulnerable employment
 Early marriage
 Satisfied demand for contraception
 Corruption

Inclusiveness
 Acceptance of gays and lesbians
 Discrimination and violence against minorities
 Equalitiy of political power by gender
 Equalitiy of political power by socioeconomic position
 Equalitiy of political power by social group

Access to Advanced Education
 Years of tertiary schooling
 Women’s average years in school
 Globally ranked universities
 Percent of tertiary students enrolled in globally  

ranked universities

Do people have enough food to eat and are 
they receiving basic medical care? 

Can people drink water and keep themselves 
clean without getting sick? 

Do people have adequate housing with basic 
utilities? 

Do people feel safe? 

Do people have access to an educational 
foundation? 

Can people freely access ideas and 
information from anywhere in the world? 

Do people live long and healthy lives? 

Is this society using its resources so they will 
be available for future generations? 

Are people’s rights as individuals protected?

Are people free to make their own life 
choices? 

Is no one excluded from the opportunity to 
be a contributing member of society? 

Do people have access to the world’s most 
advanced knowledge? 
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SER vs GDP per capita
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SER vs GDP per capita
High-income countries
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SER vs GDP per capita
Upper middle-income countries
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SER vs GDP per capita
Lower middle-income countries
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SER vs GDP per capita
Low-income countries
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AN ENVELOPMENT-BASED APPROACH TO 
MEASURING REGIONAL SOCIAL PROGRESS

Vincent Charlesa,b, Fernando A. D'Alessio

Today, more than ever, it is becoming evident that Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) alone is not sufficient in guiding 
national development strategies. In this sense, measuring 
the social progress of a country can provide an additional 
lens on national performance, which would eventually help 
policymakers to not only gain an advanced understanding 
of the ways that would unleash greater long-term 
economic success, but also be able to propose strategies 
that would create the conditions for all individuals in a 
society to reach their full potential, enhancing and 
sustaining the quality of their lives. In this paper, we 
propose a method to measure social progress at the sub-
national level, with an application to the Peruvian regions. 
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IS SOCIAL PROGRESS SUBJECT TO CULTURAL 
INFLUENCES? ARGUMENTS FOR CONSIDERING CULTURAL 

CHARACTERISTICS AS INPUTS FOR SOCIAL POLICY 
DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION

A deep comprehension of the relation between the cultural 
characteristics exhibited by society and social issues can have a strong 
positive effect on the development of more effective and efficient, 
culturally adapted social policies. This paper focuses on the topic from 
an EU perspective, recognizing that better coordination of Member 
States’ social policies and the implicit increase in social integration 
represent key factors for the broader European integration process (and 
its objectives of a monetary, fiscal or social nature) and cannot be 
reached without a full understanding of how cultural differences shape 
the EU’s economic and social environment. Aimed at identifying 
relevant links between, on one hand, the cultural dimensions defined 
and measured by sociologists lead by Hofstede and Schwartz and, on 
the other, social progress as defined and measured by the Social 
Progress Index, this paper shows that indeed some cultural 
characteristics like Hofstede’s indulgence and Schwartz’s 
embeddedness and egalitarianism are of causal relevance for the social 
development process.

By Horațiu Dan
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MEASURABILITY OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 
REFLECTIONS ON THE APPLICABILITY OF SOCIAL 
PROGRESS INDICES WITH REFERENCE TO BREXIT

By János Ivanyos and Éva Sándor-Kriszt

The question is how the global and local economic actors’ 
innovationbased local social and environmental objectives and 
results can modify the social cohesion strategies, how the 
disparities in economic and social development can be 
measured and evaluated at regional level in addition to a 
comparison across countries. We have seen that any one 
indicator in itself is not enough since it does not provide 
sufficient explanation for either the development disparities or 
their reasons. Anyway, in addition to GDP per capita, it is 
worth applying – and it is important to apply – such indicators 
as SPI and Well-Being, and various indices of social progress.



1. As A CSR Strategy (Minsur and Anglo).
2. As a way of supporting a Sustainable Supply 

Chain (Coca Cola and Natura).
3. As impact measurement tool.
4. As a tool to support their own employees.
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Applied research with businesses

The SPI has been applied within the 
private sectors in several ways:

• As A CSR Strategy (Grupo Brecca
and Anglo)

• As a way of supporting a Sustainable 
Supply Chain (Coca Cola and Natura)

• As impact measurement tool

• As a tool to support their own 
employees.



SPI in Minsur 
and Raura
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MINSUR & RAURA

Operating

Refining

Project

Headquarters



43



44

SUSTAINABILITY

PEOPLE
• Talent for change

• Culture and values

ENVIRONMENT & OSH

• Occupational health

• Safety culture

• Environmental Management & Water

IMPACT ON SOCIETY
• Sustainable supply chain

• Social Development

• Stakeholder relationships
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WHERE WAS THE SPI SURVEY
CARRIED

Rank District SPI
1 Oyon 72.7

2
2 Marcona 67.4

1
3 Antauta 58.4

4
4 Ajoyani 49.2

7
5 Cauri 41.0

4
6 Palca 34.8

5

Only 3 locations have an
approved level of social 
progress.

Oyón (Lima)
Cauri (Huánuco)

Marcona (Ica)
Antauta (Puno)
Ajoyani (Puno)

Palca (Tacna)
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SPI RESULTS IN SAN 
RAFAEL´S AREA OF

INFLUENCE

• Limited drinking water supply.

• High indices of Anemia, IRA and EDA in
children under 5 years old.

• Minimum consumption of proteins.

• Low math and language comprehension.

• Limited access to children's medical centers.

• Considerable amount of people with depression
and chronic diseases.
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PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED: 
ANTAUTA AND AJOYANI

Water

Early childhood

Economic
development
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SPI IN NASCA AND 
MARCONA 

(MARCOBRE´S ÁREA OF
INFLUENCE)

• High insecurity indicator

• Limited access to water. 

• Medium-high malnutrition indicator.

• Health: elevated number of people with 
chronic diseases.

• Little access to telecommunications.
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Water

Alternative 
income

Mining 
trainning

PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED: 
MARCONA AND NASCA
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4. As a tool to support their own employees.
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1. As A CSR Strategy ( Minsur)
2. As a way of supporting a Sustainable Supply 

Chain (Coca Cola and Natura).
3. As impact measurement tool.
4. As a tool to support their own employees.



55

SPI Nicaragua 2016 (63.03)

THE SOCIAL PROGRESS MEASURED IN THE COLLABORATORS, ASSOCIATES AND 
VALUE CHAINS OF THE HOLDING EXPORTADORA ATLANTIC IN NICARAGUA (7 FIRMS)

5555

Each firm has its own social 
progress profile

7 companies in 3 sectors:
• Agricultural
• Tourism
• Agro-industries
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5656

THERE IS A DIFFERENT STRATEGY FOR EACH FIRM



Other applications
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Supporting
Stronger communities

v

Incentivizing
Partnerships across 
sectors Local priorities

Communities

Social 
Progress

Strategy
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: 
SUBNATIONAL SPI

• generally, similar uses as with the global SPI, but:
• in a (much) more local context
• Sometimes no time-series data  
• mutually not comparable => localization, customization, 

contextualization, flexibility

• subnational SPI, dimensions and components can be used as 
dependent & independent variables in cross-sectional analyses
of a specific country or a region within of a specific country 
(proxies for education, health, opportunities etc.)
• provinces of South Africa; states & districts of India; cantons of

Costa Rica; administrative units of the EU, counties of
California, states of the USA, departments of Paraguay; …  
+ provinces of Thailand!
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: 
SUBNATIONAL SPI

• subnational aid allocations = aid allocations within
countries
• while lot of attention paid to the global level, much less

paid to the (sub)national levels
• where do donor countries allocate their aid within

recipients countries? what factors influence this?
• subnational data on aid allocations do exist
• SPI can provide systematic framework for most of the

right-hand side variables (it can be used as one of them
as well)
• we want to look at associations between subnational aid

allocations and SPI (and its dimensions and 
components) in some of the „priority“ recipient countries
(Georgia? Bosnia & Herzegovina? Kosovo? => it will
require the calculation of SPI first!)
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SOME RESEARCH IDEAS: 
SUBNATIONAL SPI

• other possibilities to use the SPI framework is to build & 
analyze thematically focused SPI:
• Youth Progress Index (using the SPI framework to measure

the social progress of the youth population in provinces of
South Africa)

• Children Progress Index (focused on children)
• Women‘s Progress Index

• community level SPI (& the framework) => first work with
communities in mining areas in South Africa
• requires primary data collection
• can allow impact assessment analyses as well as 

distributional analyses
• scale-down to a household level? => analytical potential

(distributional analyses such as non-income pro-poor growth) 
X will it remain actionable?



Thank you.

Contact
Petra Krylova, Frank Murillo & Jaromir Harmacek
Social Progress Imperative

pkrylova@socialprogress.org
www.socialprogress.org
@socprogress


